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I n t er n at ion al  GCSE En g l ish  as a Secon d  Lan g u ag e 

Pap er  1  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

Ex am in er  Rep or t  

 

Pap er  Back g r ou n d  

 

The Reading and Writ ing Paper is div ided into six Parts as follows:  

 

 

Part  

 

Topic 

 

Quest ion types and 

marks 

 

Part  1 

Reading 

 

 

Leaflet :   

‘Guide to ext reme sports’ 

 

 

mult iple matching 

(10)  

 

 

Part  2 

Reading 

 

Art icle:   

‘Why do music fest ivals go from  st rength 

to st rength?’ 

 

short  answer 

quest ions (10)  

mult iple choice (5)  

5/ 10 correct  

statements (5)  

 

 

Part  3 

Reading 

 

 

Art icle:   

‘The Secret  Garden Nursery’ 

 

t rue/ false/ not  given 

(5)  

sentence complet ion 

(10)  

summary complet ion 

(5)  

 

 

Part  4 

Writ ing 

 

 

An email to ‘Teen Magazine’ giv ing details 

of a favour ite photograph 

 

informal email (10)  

75 – 100 word 

response 

 

Part  5 

Writ ing 

 

An art icle*  for the school magazine about  

keeping the st reets clean 

 

* Due to a m ispr int  in the inst ruct ions a 

report  was also acceptable as a response 

format . 

 

 

sem i- formal art icle*  

(20)  

100 – 150 word 

response 

 

 

Part  6 

Writ ing 

 

Writ ing a summary of a text :  ‘Prepar ing 

for universit y life’  

 

 

formal summary (20)  

100 – 150 word 

response 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Read in g   

 

Candidates performed best  on Part  1, with Parts 2 and 3 proving more 

challenging.  The sentence complet ion and short  answer quest ions in Parts 

2 and 3 caused most  diff iculty for candidates.  Some responses were either 

over the allowed word lim it ,  or the words taken from the text  did not  make 

grammat ical sense as a response.  Some candidates changed the 

grammat ical form  of words taken from the text , i.e. used lexis not  actually 

found in the text .  I n some cases, candidates formed a response by put t ing 

words together which are not  found together in the text , i.e. reformulat ing 

or rephrasing.  A small number of candidates also lost  marks by not  copying 

words correct ly from the text .   

 

Ad v ice t o  cen t r es 

 

Prepare candidates for the reading tasks by fam iliar ising them with the style 

of the Paper and with the types of quest ions they can expect  to find.  Advise 

students to follow the inst ruct ions in the rubric when answering quest ions 

and to adhere to the word/ number lim it .  Candidates should consider the 

grammat ical f it  of their  answers in sentence complet ion and short  answer 

quest ions.  Advise candidates that  they should only use words/ numbers 

taken direct ly from the text . Advise candidates that  when complet ing 

sentence complet ion and short  answer quest ions, the words they need run 

together in the text  and candidates do not  need to do any reformulat ion of 

the text . Candidates should make sure they copy words from the text  

correct ly when providing their  answers. 

 

W r i t in g  

 

Par t  4  

Candidates found Part  4 to be the most  accessible wr it ing task, as would be 

expected, with it  being an informal email on a general topic. Part  4 was 

successfully responded to by the major ity of candidates.  The style and 

register necessary for a wr it ten communicat ion with a ‘Teen Magazine’ were 

confident ly applied, with a good range of vocabulary and grammar. The 

majority of candidates made effect ive use of paragraphing and cohesive 

devices.  A number of responses for Part  4 were over the 100 word lim it , as 

some candidates gave much fuller  and more detailed responses than was 

necessary.  Where informat ion about  one or more of the bullet  points was 

given after the 100 word lim it , this content  could not  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Par t  5  

 

I n general, candidates were able to posit ively demonst rate their  

understanding of the style and register needed to write a sem i- formal 

response for the school magazine, and responded to this task appropriately.  

A wide range of vocabulary was used and candidates at tempted to use a 

var iety of gram mar st ructures.  There were some instances where 

candidates had included informat ion about  one or more of the bullet  points 

after the 150 word lim it , causing them to lose marks. 

 

Par t  6  

 

As with previous years, the summarising task was the most  challenging for 

candidates.  A significant  number of candidates successfully ext racted the 

required informat ion from the text  and were able to present  this informat ion 

using their  own words, linking their ideas effect ively and making good use 

of paragraphing.  I n many cases, even where candidates were able to 

ext ract  the necessary informat ion from the text , they were unable to put  

this into their  own words.  A large number of candidates were overly reliant  

on the source text .  Where candidates did make some at tempt  to use their 

own words, having to pick out  relevant  points from the text  combined with 

the need to formulate a summary, meant  that  responses somet imes lacked 

cohesion and there were issues with gram mat ical and lexical accuracy.  

Where candidates had copied direct ly and ent irely from the source text , or 

done so and also used only isolated words or phrases of their own, these 

responses were not  awarded any marks for lexis or grammar, but  were 

credited for communicat ive quality and effect ive organisat ion.   

 

Ad v ice t o  cen t r es 

 

Advise students to respond to all the bullet  points as they lose marks for not  

doing so.  Rem ind students that  if they go beyond the given word lim its and 

address any of the bullet  points outside the word lim it ,  they will not  be 

rewarded for this material.   Work with students on a range of writ ing tasks:   

let ters and emails ( informal)  and reports and art icles (sem i- formal)  to 

develop understanding of appropr iate sty le and register.  Develop student  

summarising skills using appropr iate texts.  Remind students that  they need 

to t ry and use their own words for the summarising task in order to access 

the full range of marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

  

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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